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Kentucky has been pretty dry the past few weeks. September and October are usually our driest months.
Even if we get a heavy rainfall in the near future, it won’t completely alleviate drought symptoms.
When a lawn becomes excessively dry, the soil surface develops some water repellency that prevents water
from soaking in during a quick, hard rain event.
Here are some things you can do to help your thirsty grass and hopefully avoid having to completely reseed
your lawn.

Water every other day or every third day until good, soaking rains begin.
Apply about two-thirds of an inch of water each time. You can check this by probing the soil with a knife or
screwdriver to determine if the soil is wet 2 to 3 inches deep.
Water in the early morning to help reduce diseases, remove dew and reduce evaporative water loss.
Water areas that have the earliest browning first. These are often on southern or western facing slopes or
areas with heavy clay soils, very compacted soil or rocks near the surface.
If possible, don’t mow a drought-stricken yard until you can water it or you know a soaking rain is on the
way. Weeds are still growing and flowering during summer droughts. Wait for the rain, then mow off the
weeds.
Don’t apply herbicides during a summer drought. They won’t work when weeds are suffering and can
damage drought-stressed grass more than weeds.
Wait for a soaking rain before applying nitrogen to the lawn in the fall. Nitrogen can greatly improve a
lawn’s drought recovery.





Plant of The Month

Horticulture Webinars, FREE!



Keep watering and fertilizing annuals, they can give you terrific
color until frost.
 
Don’t trim trees and shrubs now, wait until the plants go
completely dormant. You can trim evergreens in December if you
want greenery for the holidays. It is best to trim trees and shrubs
in February. Unless they bloom in the spring and then you wait
and prune just after they finish blooming.
 
Remove and destroy all old vegetable plants. These plants
harbor insect and disease that will be ready to infest your garden
next year. If you compost this material make sure that your pile
gets hot enough to destroy these organisms. 
 
If you aren’t sure your pile is hot enough make a separate pile for
vegetable plants and don’t put this compost back in the
vegetable garden.
 
Plant newly purchased tress now but keep them well watered.
September planted trees have a chance to root in well before
cold temperatures.

Don’t prune trees and shrubs now.
 
Check spruce and arborvitae for spider mites. Place a white
sheet of paper under some of the branches and tap it. If you have
an infestation, you will be able to see the little creatures on the
paper.
 
Spray spider mites with Avid, insecticidal soap, or horticultural
oil. Don’t apply the soaps or oils to blue spruce etc., it will take
the blue off.
 
Remove and destroy all “mummies” from fruit crops. Mummies
are dead dried fruit that doesn’t fall from the tree. This material
acts as a reservoir for next year's pests.
 
Do soil tests on areas you plan to plant fruit crops such as
blueberries and strawberries next year. It takes 3 to 6 months for
lime or Sulphur to activate.
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Control fruit flies that have been entering your house on the
increased fruits and vegetable you have been bringing in
lately by simply sucking them up with the vacuum.
 
Make a fruit fly trap by mixing a quarter cup of apple cider
vinegar with a quarter cup water and one drop of dish liquid.
The flies are drawn to the vinegar and will land on the
surface of the water, without the soap they can stand on
water but the soap breaks the tension and they drown! You
can also cut and invert an old plastic bottle so even if they
get in and don’t land on the water they are trapped.
 
Take a soil test of your lawn before you spot seed or
renovate.

Don’t fertilize existing lawns now, wait until late October,
November, or December.
 
Keep newly seeded lawns or areas well watered until it is
well established and has had a couple mowings.
 
Don’t apply weed killers to newly seeded or sodded areas.
 
September is a good time to divide and plant perennials.
It’s still warm enough for growth to occur without too much
stress and it gives them time to root in before winter.
 
Go ahead and soil test your flower beds. Most flowers prefer
a pH between 5.5 and 6.5. Now is a good time to correct any
pH problems where the plants will be ready to grow come
spring.
 
Don’t apply nitrogen to perennials in the fall this includes
September.
 
Plant garlic bulbs now for harvest next July. Be sure to plant
the root or fat end down.
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